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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  1947  on 
the  health  conditions  in  the  Urban  District  of  Potters  Bar.  The 
report  complies  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

On  the  whole  there  has  been  even  less  infectious  disease  during 
1947,  and  only  three  non-fatal  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  occurred, 
which  was  very  gratifying  in  view  of  the  widespread  outbreak  in 
the  country.  Once  more  an  absence  of  diphtheria  notifications 
can  be  recorded,  but  the  growing  disregard  of  parents  to  repeated 
individual  invitations  to  safeguard  their  children  by  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  a  “  boost  ”  immunising  dose  causes  me  some  alarm. 

On  the  subject  of  collection  of  refuse  and  kitchen  waste,  it  will 
be  seen  that  I  have  departed  from  custom  and  added  my  observa¬ 
tions  to  those  supplied  by  the  Engineer.  I  cannot  too  strongly 
advocate  that  in  the  interests  of  public  health  this  service  be 
brought,  as  soon  as  possible,  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Council,  who  can  then  be  advised  as  to  the  necessary  methods  of 
cleansing  of  receptacles,  frequency  of  collection  and  the  super¬ 
vision  requisite  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

I  would  like  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Rooley  for  his 
efficient  assistance  and  to  all  members  of  the  staff,  new  and  old, 
for  their  cheerful  and  willing  help  at  all  times. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  I.  OUTRAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I 


Section  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,219  acres 


Population  (mid-1947)  ...  ...  ...  16,120 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December,  1947)  4,724 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1948)  ...  ...  £158,400 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  (31st  March,  1948)  £630 

Vital  Statistics 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  18-98 
Birth-rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  ...  20-5 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8-87 
Death-rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  ...  12-0 

Still  Births  per  1,000  for  total  births  (live  and  still)  19-2 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  32-6 

Death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales  4 10 


Births 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

148 

148 

296 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

153 

153 

306 

2 

4 

6 

Deaths — Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Influenza 

0 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis — Other  Forms 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Cancer — all  forms 

12 

21 

33 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

6 

15 

21 

Heart  Diseases 

18 

19 

37 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

Digestive  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

3 

3 

6 

Birth  injuries,  premature  birth,  etc. 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide 

3 

0 

3 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

0 

2 

All  other  causes 

3 

7 

10 

Totals 

63 

80 

143 

Note.—  No  deaths  occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever, 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Measles,’ 
Puerperal  and  Post-abortional  Sepsis. 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  M.  I.  Outram,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

0  .  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  J.  H.  Rooley,  M.R.San.I.,  etc. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  T.  W.  Agar,  P.A.R.San.I.,  etc. 

(to  30th  September,  1947) 
H.  E.  Tolman,  A. R. San. I. 
(from  20th  October,  1947) 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

As  in  recent  years,  all  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  dealt 
with  at  one  of  the  E.M.S.  laboratories.  Specimens  dealt  with 
included  milk,  water,  throat  swabs,  etc. 
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(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Council’s  ambulance  service  continued  to  operate  during 
1947.  During  the  year  430  journeys  were  carried  out  involving  a 
mileage  of  6,419,  an  average  of  14-9  miles  per  journey.  The 
personnel  attached  to  the  service  remained  at  two  full-time  drivers 
and  about  30  voluntary  attendants,  some  of  whom  undertook  as 
many  as  60  or  70  journeys  throughout  the  year  and  at  all  times  of 
the  day  and  night.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  County  Council’s 
proposals  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  the  transfer 
of  the  ambulance  service  have  been  received,  and  from  5th  July, 
1948  this  Council  will  cease  to  have  control.  The  vehicle  will  then 
be  housed  at  the  Fire  Station,  Mutton  Lane,  and,  we  are  informed, 
the  services  of  the  voluntary  attendants  will  no  longer  be  required. 
The  opportunity  is  taken  here  of  recording  the  Council’s  sincere 
thanks  for  the  immense  amount  of  assistance  and  service  given 
to  the  community  by  the  volunteers.  Apart  from  the  financial 
saving  involved,  which  has  been  very  considerable,  the  sense  of 
personal  service  created  has  led  to  a  most  happy  and  efficient 
organisation  which  will  not  easily  be  replaced. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Nurse  Flower,  of  269  Mutton  Lane,  Nurse  Palmer,  of  19  Brook- 
side,  South  Mimms,  Nurses  Gotthelf  and  Eggles,  of  255  Mutton 
Lane,  and  Nurse  Acason,  St.  Andrews,  Oakmere  Lane,  were 
registered  as  practising  nurses  and  midwives. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  two  clinics,  one  at  the  Village  Hall,  Potters  Bar,  and 
one  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton  Lane.  Both  these  centres  are 
provided  by  and  under  the  control  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council 
and  give  facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity  and  child  welfare  and 
dental  services. 

(e)  Hospitals 

There  are  three  hospitals  within  the  district,  the  Pawling  Home 
Hospital  for  children  at  Kitts  End,  the  Potters  Bar  and  District 
Hospital,  Mutton  Lane,  and  the  Clare  Hall  Sanatorium,  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to  hospital 
are  sent  to  the  Enfield,  Edmonton  and  Potters  Bar  Joint  Hospital. 
The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Joint  Board. 

Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Barnet  District  Gas  and  Water 
Company,  and  samples  of  the  water  are  submitted  regularly  for 
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bacteriological  examination  by  independent  analysts.  In  all  cases 
the  results  were  satisfactory.  The  number  of  properties  not  served 
by  the  mains  supply  becomes  less  and  less,  and  during  1947  four 
properties  were  provided  for  the  first  time  with  an  independent 
mains  supply.  In  most  cases  these  properties  had  previously 
relied  on  well  water.  Supervision  of  the  few  wells  still  in  use  is 
maintained. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports  that  the 
soil  and  surface  water  systems  of  the  district  were  trouble-free 
during  the  year,  and  both  the  Potters  Bar  and  South  Mimms 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  continued  to  function  satisfactorily. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  : 

“  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  joint  refuse  and  salvage 
collection  was  instituted  for  a  trial  period  of  six  months.  The 
scheme  appears  likely  to  prove  satisfactory  as  the  quantity  of 
salvage  collected  is  increasing. 

The  scheme  for  the  collection  of  kitchen  Waste  remains  under 
the  control  of  the  Council,  and  continues  to  operate  reasonably 
satisfactorily.” 

In  addition  to  the  above,  however,  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  stating  that  in  my  opinion  the  Public  Cleansing 
and  allied  services  of  this  district  are  not  all  that  might  be  desired. 
A  fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  not,  by  modern  hygienic 
requirements,  sufficient — nor  is  it  in  the  interests  of  public  health 
to  continue  the  present  methods  of  kitchen  waste  collection.  At 
certain  periods  of  the  year  the  bins,  placed  within  short  distance 
of  dwelling  houses  and  often  surrounded  by  playing  children,  are 
literally  alive  with  maggots  and  flies,  and  I  strongly  urge  that 
these  services  should,  in  the  future,  be  activated  by  motives  of 
public  health  and  not  commercial  profit.  In  my  opinion,  the 
Council  should  consider  the  provision  of  direct  services,  preferably 
under  the  control  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  whose 
officers  are  best  qualified  to  undertake  the  work,  and  the  present 
use  of  outside  contractors  discontinued  as  soon  as  possible. 

Factories  Act  1937 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act  1937, 
particulars  of  factories,  and  action  taken  under  the  Factories  Act 
1937,  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  and  National 
Service.  Extracts  from  the  report  forwarded  are  : 


(a)  Inspections 

81  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  the  68  premises  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  In  two  instances  it  was  found 
that  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided  was  insufficient,  and 
in  one  other  the  accommodation  was  unsuitable.  After  service  of 
written  notices  these  defects  were  remedied. 

(b)  Outworkers 

115  premises  where  outwork  was  carried  on  were  notified  in 
employers’  lists.  Inspections  were  carried  out  and  conditions 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Housing  Section  D 

(See  page  11  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.) 


Section  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(See  page  12  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 


Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
1947  were  : 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

10 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

58 

0 

0 

Measles 

51 

2 

0 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

9 

0 

3 

(primary  or  influenzal) 

Pyrexia 

2 

1 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

0 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

0 

Totals 

138 

17 

3 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Diphtheria,  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever  or  Dysentery  occurred. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  1947,  11  clinics  were  held  at  which  199  children  under  5, 
and  17  children  over  5,  received  immunisation.  To  these  figures 
must  be  added  those  of  children  immunised  by  the  private  doctors 
in  the  district. 

The  “  boost  ”  scheme  continued,  and  during  the  year  4  clinics 
were  held  at  which  251  children  received  the  invigorating  dose. 
These  figures  show  a  considerable  reduction  to  those  of  1946  and 
are  disappointing,  taking  into  account  the  facilities  offered  to 
parents. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  table  below, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified 
during  the  year. 


Age  Group 

Under  5 
years 

5-15 

years 

Total 

Number  of  children  who  have  com¬ 
pleted  a  course  of  immunisation 

865 

2,047 

2,912 

Percentage  of  estimated  child  popu¬ 
lation 

60-9 

94  3 

811 

tuberculosis/ 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

15-25 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

25-35 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

35-45 

4 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

45-55 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

55-65 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1947 

8 

9 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1946 

3 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
commencement  and  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table, 
as  the  above  gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
or  of  persons  cured. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total  on  register  at 
commencement  of 
year 

45 

57 

102 

10 

11 

21 

123 

Total  on  register  at 
end  of  year 

48 

54 

102 

9 

7 

16 

118 

8 


ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  sixth  Annual  Report. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  has  been  possible  to  devote 
more  time  to  routine  inspections — particular  attention  being  paid 
to  food  premises.  Results  of  these  inspections  show  that  the 
lack  of  regular  attention  for  several  years  has  led  to  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  and  care  in  such 
premises,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  time  can  be  given  to  this 
subject  in  the  coming  year. 

Much  of  the  year’s  work  was  again  devoted  to  reconstruction 
of  drainage  systems,  and  one  cannot  help  remarking  that  many 
difficulties  in  this  direction  would  be  avoided  if  more  care  were 
exercised  at  the  time  of  original  construction.  Arising  from  com¬ 
plaints  of  pollution  from  the  Conservancy  Board,  several  pro¬ 
perties  were  connected  to  the  public  sewer  for  the  first  time  and 
schemes  were  in  preparation  for  others.  In  some  cases  where  a 
sewer  was  not  available,  septic  tank  installations  were  provided. 

The  Work  in  connection  with  housing  continues  to  grow,  and 
with  a  larger  number  of  new  allocations  being  made  there  has  been 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  time  devoted  to  investigation  of  the 
housing  needs  of  applicants.  As  mentioned  elsewhere,  minor 
amendments  were  made  to  the  system  of  pointing  of  applicants 
but,  as  before,  the  highest  priority  is  given  to  those  persons  without 
a  separate  home,  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding,  and  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  As  in  previous  years  several  cases  of 
overcrowding  were  relieved.  In  spite  of  the  restrictions  on  new 
applicants,  the  number  grew  to  about  1,300  by  September,  but 
drastic  revision  brought  a  reduction  to  approximately  GOO.  This 
latter  figure,  however,  does  not  remain  static,  but  is  increasing  at  a 
higher  rate  than  new  tenancies  are  being  allocated. 

At  the  end  of  this  report,  extracts  from  the  Annual  Summaries 
of  Inspections  are  again  included,  and  these  show  the  extent  and 
scope  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

In  September  the  services  of  Mr.  Agar  were  dispensed  with,  and 
Mr.  Tolman,  who  had  recently  qualified,  was  appointed  as  Addi¬ 
tional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  Shops  Inspector. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  refer  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Outram  under 
the  heading  “  Public  Cleansing.”  Many  complaints  on  this 
subject  are  received  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  particularly 
during  the  summer  months,  and,  as  can  be  imagined,  some 
difficulty  and  embarrassment  arises  by  reason  of  our  lack  of 
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control.  I  would  add,  therefore,  my  support  to  the  Medical 
Officer’s  suggestion. 

I  remain,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  ROOLEY. 


HOUSING 

During  1947,  07  lettings  of  Council  controlled  properties  were 
made.  All  the  prefabricated  bungalows  at  Highview  Gardens  were 
let,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  tenants  commenced  to  move 
into  those  under  construction  at  Brookside,  South  Mimms.  The 
first  of  the  post-war  permanent  houses  were  also  completed,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  the  first  of  those  on  the  Dugdale  Hill  Estate 
were  nearing  completion.  During  the  year  the  Council’s  housing 
register  continued  to  increase,  and  in  September  it  was  decided  to 
undertake  a  complete  revision  of  the  list,  removing  those  applicants 
who  had  little  claim  on  the  district.  This  measure  effected  a 
reduction  in  the  list  from  about  1,300  to  600,  but,  in  spite  of  this, 
the  list  continues  to  grow  at  a  higher  rate  than  applicants  are  being 
housed.  Minor  amendments  were  made  to  the  system  of  pointing, 
but  the  highest  priority  was  continued  to  applicants  residing  in 
statutorily  overcrowded  property  and  those  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis.  In  all,  14  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  relieved. 

Ejectment  Orders  issued  by  the  Courts  again  caused  the  Council’s 
“  Priority  List  ”  to  be  maintained,  and  11  such  cases  were  re¬ 
housed  during  the  year.  The  need  for  “  Halfway  House  ”  accom¬ 
modation  became  more  and  more  apparent,  and,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  a  suitable  property  has  been 
acquired. 

In  the  summer  the  Council  decided  to  organise  a  Garden  Com¬ 
petition  at  the  Highview  Gardens  Estate,  in  order  to  encourage 
the  tenants  in  their  efforts  to  produce  attractive  gardens.  The 
competition  was  eminently  successful  and  few  estates  of  pre¬ 
fabricated  bungalows  can  surpass  Highview  Gardens  in  this 
direction. 

Many  items  of  repair  and  improvement  were  carried  out  to 
privately-owned  properties  during  the  year,  but  deterioration  of 
properties  still  let  at  low  rentals  continues  and  the  time  is  rapidly 
approaching  when  some  amendment  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts 
must  be  made  in  order  to  provide  property  owners  with  a  more 
equitable  return  for  their  capital  outlay  and  expenditure  on  repairs. 
No  formal  action  under  Sections  9  and  11  of  the  Housing  Act  was 
taken  during  the  year,  but  details  of  informal  action  are  given  in 
the  summary  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  Milk  Supply 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  Tuberculin  Tested  Pro¬ 
ducers,  six  Accredited  and  ten  other  Producers  in  the  district. 
Applications  for  other  designated  licences  Were  pending.  In 
addition,  there  were  four  retailers  dealing  with  milk  not  produced 
within  the  district,  and  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations  there  were  five  dealers’  and  six  suplementary  licences 
in  force,  authorising  the  sale  of  designated  milks. 

During  the  year  71  milk  samples  were  taken  and  209  visits 
and  inspections  made  to  farms  and  dairies.  Results  of  the  samples 
were  not  so  satisfactory  as  in  recent  years,  but  one  reason  for  this 
was  the  period  of  exceptionally  hot  weather  in  the  summer  when 
there  were  failures  in  samples  from  producers  whose  methods  are 
normally  entirely  satisfactory.  A  summary  of  the  results  of  the 
samples  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table. 


Routine 

Repeat 

Totals 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Total 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Total 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Total 

Desig¬ 

nated 

23 

1 

24 

1 

0 

1 

24 

1 

25 

Non-des- 

ignated 

21 

7 

28 

5 

1 

6 

26 

8 

34 

Retailers 

12 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

12 

TOTALS 

56 

8 

64 

6 

1 

7 

62 

9 

71 

Percentage  of  Routine  Samples  Unsatisfactory 

1947  ...  12-5% 

1946  ...  2-6% 

1945  ...  3-1% 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods 

During  the  year  83  visits  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of 
meat  and  other  foods  were  made,  resulting  in  the  surrender  of  the 
food  shown  in  the  accompanying  table.  In  addition,  34  inspections 
of  food  premises,  street  vendors’  vehicles,  bakehouses,  etc.,  were 
made. 

No  slaughtering  at  the  two  private  slaughterhouses  was  done 
during  the  year. 
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Unsound  Food 

Canned  Vegetables  and  Fruit 

Canned  Meat  and  Fish 

Canned  Milk 

Bacon 

Jams 

Cheese 

Butter 

Cooking  Fat 

Raw  Fish 

Raw  Sausages  ... 

Cereals 

Corned  beef  or  mutton 
Imported  beef 
Home-killed  meat 


1947 

1,069  tins 
490  tins 
99  tins 
82  lbs. 

23  tins 
20A  lbs. 

2  lbs. 

H  lbs. 

39f  stones 
1 1  lbs. 

3  packets 

.  429§  lbs. 

.  210|  lbs. 

.  267  b  lbs. 


RODENT  CONTROL,  1947 

This  work  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  in  addition  to 
the  investigation  of  complaints  and  the  subsequent  carrying  out 
of  the  necessary  work  of  disinfestation,  the  normal  maintenance 
measures  were  taken  at  the  Council-owned  premises.  The  figures 
given  below  show  little  variation  from  those  of  1946. 


Summary 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  57 

Number  of  surveys  and  inspections 

carried  out  ...  ...  ...  194 

Number  of  premises  affected  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  premises  inspected  but 

found  to  be  not  affected  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  re-inspections  carried  out  165 

Number  of  premises  where  disinfesta¬ 
tion  work  was  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  staff  (in¬ 
cluding  14  at  Council  property  and 
2  mice  infestations)  ...  ...  31 


DISINFECTIONS 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  effects  following  cases  of  infectious 
disease  was  carried  out  at  34  properties.  Formalin  solution  or 
vapour  generators  were  usually  employed,  and  where  steam 
disinfection  was  required  for  bedding  and  other  household  effects, 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  use  of  plant  at  Wellhouse  Hospital. 

Other  disinfections  at  the  request  of  medical  practitioners  or 
following  deaths  were  carried  out  in  9  cases. 
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Disinfestations 

Six  houses  found  to  be  bug-infested  were  fumigated  during  the 
year.  Two  properties  were  also  fumigated  for  heavy  infestations 
of  fleas,  and  on  several  occasions  precautionary  spraying  for  flies 
and  other  pests  was  carried  out.  D.D.T.  continues  to  be  most 
successful. 


EMERGENCY  SERVICES 
Vitamins  for  Children 

The  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  act  as  a  distributing 
centre  for  fruit  juices,  vitamins,  etc.  The  distribution  of  supplies 
to  other  centres  from  bulk  stores  is  also  done  by  the  Department. 


TABLE  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  1,374 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  108 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  236 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act  and 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Shops  Act  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  69 

Inspections  and  visits  re  Rodent  Control  ...  ...  359 

Administrative  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

Total  visits  and  inspections  ...  2,656 


EXTRACTS  FROM  DETAILS  OF  VISITS 


Complaints  Investigated  : 

(a)  General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

(b)  re  Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Visits  re  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  492 

Visits  re  Meat  or  Food  Inspection...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Inspections — Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  34 

Inspections— Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  209 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  TABLE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS 
CARRIED  OUT  FOLLOWING  FORMAL  OR  INFORMAL 

ACTION 


Water  Supply :  New  Services  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Supply  :  Services  repaired  and  improved  ...  17 

Drainage  :  Systems  repaired,  cleansed  or  provided  ...  67 

Dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Additional  Sanitary  Accommodation  provided  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Improvements  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

DETAILS  OF  FORMAL  AND  INFORMAL  ACTION 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Informal  Notices 
were  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Number  of  houses  where  improvements  were  effected 
following  service  of  Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  77 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Statutory  Notices 
were  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Tlotes 
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Tiotes 
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